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says K.M. Matthew, the bursar of the college.

The campus placement cell of St. Stephen’s has
placed students with companies such as McKinsey,
Deutsche Bank and Bain & Company, at salaries that are
on a par with those offeredsto graduates of 1rs and 1ms
Ananth Rao, a member of the placement cell, claims
that while the financial crunch of 2008 did see Un num-
ber of placement oppnrlumlu s dropping, the recovery
of the market r ed an interestin hiring lrom “"knowl-
edge-producing” centres such as SU Stephen’s College

For Loyola College, Chennai, it is an vinphasis on
original research that sets the college apart in its ap-
proach to science. Recently honoured with the Scientific
Industrial Research Organisation award [rom the
Government. Lovola holds the distinetion of being one
of the very few non-u1 institutes to be given the title,
Principal B. Jeyraj says the two-pronged sim ol re-
search at Loyola is achieving academic excellence while
being socially responsible. “The entomology research

centre, in collaboration with the Indian Council of

Medical Research, is currently working on an all-en-
compassing drug that will act as a cure for acute tuber-
culosis. The methodology behind this research is o
make the cure as affordable as possible, enabling even
the poor sections of society to benefit from it,” he says

Jeyraj claims that more students are now opting for a,

career in pure sciences, instead of MBa or engineering
“The diversity of the job market has allowed scivnee
graduates to pursue reses career uption, with
chemical, computer and electronics companies picking
up a large number of vur students,” he adds

The college that caused an upset in the ranks,
St Xavier’s, Kolkata, has seen its admission Lo science
courses go up by almost 20 per cent in 2010, The col-
lege, which offers a B.5c (Honours) degree in biotech-
nology, microbiology, physics and chemistry, has
recently added another specialised course in electron-
ies. “The quality of teaching in the college, our collubo-
ration with foreign universities for laculty, student
exchange and our tie-ups with research institutes have
taken St. Xavier's to the top amofigst science colleges.”
says principal Felix Raj. Like at St. Stephen’s, a healthy
student-teacher interaction is what benelits the scien-
tifie mind most, and encourages the freestlow ol ideas
Currently. the physics departnent of the coll
been commissioned by the vie W conduct research on
alternative sources of endrgy

In the race to be among the best colleges, what
makes St. Stephen’s stand out is its unique focus on ex-
tra-curricular activities, which are given as much im-
portance as academics. The numerous socicties on
campus make for a well-rounded college experience,
and inculcate an inter-disciplinary approach o learn-
ing for the student, right from the beginning
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Check out how the top science colleges fared in the past :
www.indiatoday.in/Sclence
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